
ARKANSAS RIVER 

 

The Arkansas River drops 5,000 feet in its first 125 miles from its headwaters in 
Leadville, Colorado to the plains near Cañon City, Colorado.   Situated within the 
highest mountain region in the Rockies, a steep rocky gradient makes for excellent 
white water rafting and mountainous scenery that contains some fascinating geology 
and wildlife alike.  Rapids like Widowmaker, Raft Ripper, Devil’s Hole, Spike Buck, 
Sunshine Falls, Wallslammer, will demand your attention. 

Get ready to kick it up a notch; this Arkansas River has something for the whole 
family.  The Arkansas River's long boating season adds to its appeal and most sections 
of the Arkansas are raftable from early May through early September.  This is 
considered the banana belt and you can expect mostly sunny days and drier conditions 
than in many parts of Colorado.  

Arkansas River –Half/Full Day Options  Cañon City Meeting Place 
 

CANYON 
 

LENGTH 
YOUTH/ 
ADULT 

 
YAKS 

MTG. 
TIME 

RIVER 
TIME 

 
MEALS 

DIFFICULTY 
LEVEL 

 
DATES 

YOUTH 
RATES 

½ AM 8:30 10 to 12 ------ 
½ PM 11:30 1 to 3 ------ 
½ PPM 

$31/ 
$38 

$65 

2:30 3:30-5:30 ------ 

 
Bighorn 
Sheep 

1 day $60/$74 $99 8:30 10 to 3 Lunch 

Moderate 
Class III-IV 
Whitewater 

Daily 
May 
thru 
Sept. 

Ages 
11 and 
under 

 
 

CANYON 
 

LENGTH 
YOUTH/ 
ADULT 

 
YAKS 

MTG. 
TIME 

RIVER 
TIME 

 
MEALS 

DIFFICULTY 
LEVEL 

 
DATES 

YOUTH
RATES 

½ AM 8:30 10 to 12 ------ 
½ PM 

$36/ 
$41 

$65 
11:30 1 to 3 ------ 

 
Browns 

1 day $61/$75 $99 8:30 10 to 3 Lunch 

Moderate 
Class III-IV 
Whitewater 

 request 
May thru 
August 

Ages 
 11 and 
under 

 
 

CANYON 
 

LENGTH 
 

ADULT 
MTG. 
TIME 

RIVER 
TIME 

 
MEALS 

DIFFICULTY 
LEVEL 

 
DATES 

 
AGES 

½ AM 8:30 10 to 12 ------ 
½ PM 11:30 1 to 3 ------ 
½ PPM 

$58 

2:30 3:30-5:30 ------ 
1 day $ 92 8:30 10 to 3 Lunch 

 
Royal 
Gorge 

 
 Double Dip $104 8:30 10 to 3 Lunch 

 
Difficult 

Class IV-V 
Whitewater 

 
Daily 

May thru 
Sept. 

 
18+ 

 
 
 

 

Arkanasas River-Multi-Day Options/no camping Cañon City Meeting Place 
 

CANYONS 
 

LENGTH 
YOUTH/ 
ADULT 

MTG. 
TIME 

RIVER 
TIME 

 
MEALS 

DIFFICULTY 
LEVEL 

 
DATES 

YOUTH 
RATES 

Bighorn Sheep/ 
Royal Gorge 

     1day 
  ½-day 

$ 99 
$129 

8:30 
11:30 

Bighorn Sheep/ 
Royal Gorge 

 
2 days 

$140 
$162 

 
8:30 

Moderate/ 
Difficult 

Class III-IV-V 
Royal Gorge/ 
Royal Gorge 

 
2 days 

------ 
$179 

 
8:30 

Difficult 
 Class IV-V 

Ages 
15, 
16, 
&  
17 

Browns/ 
Bighorn Sheep  

 
2 days 

$145 
$165 

 
7:30 

Moderate 
Class III-IV 

Ages 11 
& under 

Browns/  
Royal Gorge 

 
2 days 

$145 
$165 

 
7:30 

Browns/Bighorn/ 
Royal Gorge 

 
3 days 

$220 
$237 

 
7:30 

 
 

AM or 
PM for 
½-day 

 
 

10 to 3  
each 
day 

 

 
 
 

Each full 
day on 

the river 
includes 
LUNCH  

 
Moderate/ 
Difficult 

 Class III-IV-V 

 
 
 

Daily 
may thru 

Sept. 

Ages 
15, 16, 
& 17 

 

 
Arkansas River–Multi-Day Options/with camping Cañon City Meeting Place 

 
CANYONS 

 
LENGTH 

YOUTH/
ADULT 

MTG. 
TIME 

RIVER TIME 
DAY 1     DAY 2 

MEALS 
DAY 1       DAY 2 

DIFFICULTY 
LEVEL 

 
DATES 

YOUTH 
RATES 

Great for Youth! 
Bighorn Sheep 

½-day 
1 day 

$160 
$195 

11:30 
camp 

1 to 3 
              10 to 3 

 ------         Breakfast 
Dinner          Lunch 

Moderate 
Class III-IV 

Ages 11 
& under 

Bighorn Sheep/ 
Royal Gorge 

½-day 
   1 day 

$180 
$220 

11:30 
camp 

1 to 3 
             10 to 3 

 ------         Breakfast 
Dinner         Lunch       

Bighorn Sheep/ 
Royal Gorge 

 
2 days 

$270 
$310 

 
8:30 

Lunch         Breakfast 
Dinner         Lunch 

Browns Canyon/ 
Bighorn Sheep 

 
2 days 

$270 
$310 

 

10 to 3 
each day 
schedules 
can vary 

 

 
Moderate/ 
Difficult 

 Class III-IV-V 

 
Sun, Mon, 
Tues, Wed  
Minimum 

Group Size 
of 4 

Schedules 
can vary 

 
 

Ages 
15, 
16, 
& 

 



Browns Canyon/ 
 Royal Gorge 

 
2 days 

$280 
$320 

 
7:30 

 Lunch         Breakfast 
Dinner         Lunch 

   

Browns Canyon/ 
Bighorn/RG 

 
3 days 

$405 
$445 

     

 

 

ARKANSAS RIVER DIRECTIONS 

Our Arkansas River “World Headquarters” is located 9 miles west of Cañon City on 
Highway 50.  The Arkansas River flows past Buena Vista, Salida and the raftable 
section ends in Cañon City, Colorado.  

 

 
 
To Hea
 
Denver,
on ACAD
to the in
City; go 
Park is o
 
Pueblo,
west of C
our yard
 
Dillon/S
and go p
 
Salida, 1
hill; at th
left (nort
miss us. 
 

43659 Highway 
50 west 
Cañon City CO  
81212 
 

dquarters, Coming From: 

 2 ½ hours:  Follow I-25 south to Colorado Springs (approx. 1 hour).  On the south side of the Springs Exit 
EMY BLVD SOUTH, EXIT 135 and continue for approximately 1 mile, turning left on HWY 115 west.  Proceed 
tersection of HWY 50 (approx. 30 minutes).  Turn right on HWY 50 West and follow to the town of Cañon 
through the town of Cañon City and we are located 9 miles west of Cañon City on HWY 50.  Yogi’s Jellystone 
ur neighbor; turn right just before the campground into our yard, big signage, can’t miss us! 

 1 hour:  Take Highway 50 west to Cañon City; go through the town of Cañon and we are located 9 miles 
anon City on HWY 50.  Yogi’s Jellystone Park is our neighbor; turn right just before the campground into 

, big signage, can’t miss us! 

ilverthorne, 2 hours:  Take Highway 9 south until it dead ends into Highway 50.  Turn left on Highway 50 
ast Yogi’s Jellystone Campground and make another left right into our yard.  Big signage can’t miss us! 

 hour:  Follow Highway 50 east, at about 40 miles you will cross the Arkansas River and climb a very steep 
e crest of the hill is the intersection of Highway 9.  Just past the intersection is Yogi’s Jellystone Park on the 
h); we are located right next door.  Go past the campground and turn left into our yard, big signage, can’t 
  



PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILED DIRECTIONS FOR YOUR BROWN’S CANYON  OPTIONS;  BIGHORN SHEEP 
CANYON AND THE ROYAL GORGE ARE LOCATED RIGHT HERE IN OUR VERY OWN BACKYARD, WHICH 
MEANS SHORT SHUTTLES TO THE RIVER! 
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